
➜ 17% of children are in families
that have difficulty arranging
transportation to and from
their child’s health care
provider. The percentage that
have difficulty arranging trans-
portation is highest among
Latinos (23%), followed by
African-Americans (12%),
Asians (9%), and whites (7%)
(see Figure 2.9).

Use of Preventive Services
➜ 73% of Los Angeles County

women, 18 years and older,
had a pap smear in the past two
years. The percentage that had
a pap smear was highest among
those with private health insur-
ance (83%), intermediate
among those covered by Medi-
Cal (74%), and lowest among those without insurance (60%). In California, 78%
of women had a pap smear in the past two years (see Table 2.3).

➜ 79% of African-American women, 18 years and older in the county, had a pap
smear in the past two years, followed by white (75%), Latino (70%), and Asian
(68%) women.

➜ 70% of women, 18 years and older in the county, had a breast exam by a physi-
cian, nurse, or other health professional in the past two years. The percentage
that had a breast exam was highest among those covered by Medicare (81%) and
private insurance (80%),
intermediate among those
covered by Medi-Cal (71%),
and lowest among those with-
out health insurance (53%).
In the state of California, 75%
of women had a breast exam
in the past two years (see Table
2.3).
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Source: 1997 LACHS.
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Figure 2.8: The Percentage Of Children In Families Who
Have Difficulty Paying For Their Children’s
Medical Expenses, By Type Of Health Insurance
Coverage, Los Angeles County, 1997

Source: 1997 LACHS.
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Figure 2.9: The Percentage Of Children In Families Who
Have Difficulty Arranging Transportation To
And From Their Children’s Health Care Provider
By Race/Ethnicity, Los Angeles County, 1997



➜ 76% of women, 50 years and older in the county, had a mammogram in the past
two years. The percentage that had a mammogram was highest among those
covered by private insurance (82%) and Medicare (81%), intermediate among
those with Medi-Cal coverage (72%), and lowest among those without health
insurance (60%). In California, 81% of women had a mammogram in the past
two years (see Table 2.3).

➜ 77% of African-American women, 50 years and older in the county, had a
mammogram in the past two years, followed by white (77%), Latino (75%),
and Asian (68%) women.

➜ Only 28% of Los Angeles County men, 18 years and older, had a testicular exam
in the past two years. The percentage that had a testicular exam was highest
among those covered by Medicare (43%), intermediate among those with pri-
vate insurance (32%) and Medi-Cal coverage (28%), and lowest among those
without health insurance (17%).

Access to Health Care—Data Sources
1. Los Angeles County Department of Health Services—Public Health

Office of Health Assessment and Epidemiology
1997 Los Angeles County Health Survey

2. California Department of Health Services
Cancer Surveillance Section
CATI Unit
California Behavioral Risk Factor Survey

See Appendix for complete references on these and other data resources.
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Table 2.3: Women’s Use Of Clinical Preventive Services
L.A. County1 California2

Pap smear done in past 2 years, ≥18 years of age 73% 78%

Clinical Breast exam done in past 2 years, ≥18 years of age 70% 75%

Mammogram done in past 2 years, ≥50 years of age 76% 81%

Note: Use caution when making direct comparisons between Los Angeles County and California data. The data is derived from two survey instru-
ments with slightly altered questions and which were given in different years. The purpose in presenting this data is to show trends and patterns
within each of the populations that were sampled.

1. 1997 LACHS.

2. California Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey, 1998.


